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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]
Constitutional Debate

	TEACHER NAME
Emily Hartzler
	PROGRAM NAME
Wayne County Schools Career Center

	
	[Unit Title]
Argumentative Writing


	NRS EFL(s)
3 – 4 
	TIME FRAME
180 – 240 minutes 

	Instruction 
	OBR ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	W.4.1

	Comprehension and Collaboration
	
	Conventions of Standard English
	L.4.1

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	W.4.3
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	L.3.3

	
	Craft and Structure
	
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	R.3.17
R.4.12

	
	
	

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)
· Students will produce an argumentative essay supporting claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence on topics of Constitutional debate.

	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS
· Background knowledge activities and discussion
· Teacher observation

· Making an Argument Graphic Organizer

· Amazing Amendments Worksheet
· Vocabulary Matching Worksheet

· Common Core Basics Skill Review

· Argumentative Essay

· Argumentative Essay Rubric 

· GED Social Studies Extended Response Rubric
· Argument Writing Graphic Organizer

	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
· Students will have previously studied the history of the U.S. Constitution. 

· Students will have used the computer to research information in previous lessons. 


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 
1. As a warm-up, the class will identify current topics they have heard discussed that would require a change to the U.S. Constitution or existing federal laws. (e.g.,  same-sex marriage, abortion, euthanasia, immigration) Write ideas on the board. 
2. In small groups students will be assigned one of the topics mentioned in the warm-up to discuss and debate using the Making an Argument Graphic Organizer. They will report to the class reasons someone might be FOR (pro) or AGAINST (con) the issue. 
3. Students will be referred to the website or given a copy of the U.S. Constitution and directed to read Article V, which describes how to amend the Constitution. 
a. Ask students to define “amend” or “amendment” and “ratify” or “ratification”.
b. Due to the difficult (archaic) language in this document, the text should be read closely and broken down for meaning.  
c. Clarify and summarize the article together as a class.  The Constitutional Amendment Process website also provides a summary in easier language.
4. Distribute the Amazing Amendments worksheet and discuss the process of ratifying a new amendment. 
a. In pairs students will use the internet to research and answer the questions at the bottom of the worksheet. 
b. Once they are done, they will look up the Bill of Rights and read through/review the amendments. Are there any that they think are really important? Why? Any they have never heard of? 
5. Students will be directed to the website procon.org where they can look at the pros and cons of various controversial issues. 
a. Look at the debate about immigration as a class.   This will help students learn how to navigate all of the information on the website.
b. Ask students to define and give an example of a claim and a counterclaim for the issue. 
c. Then in pairs have students choose one topic on the website to explore using the Argumentative Writing Graphic Organizer as a guide.   
6. Students will complete Lesson 8.1 - Arguments in Common core basics: Building essential test readiness skills (Writing). This will give them an overview of the structure and process of argumentative writing.  Before beginning the lesson work through these warm-up activities.
a. Key Concept: 
i. Ask students, what is an argumentative essay? 
ii. An argument is an essay in which the writer takes a position on an issue and presents reasons or evidence to convince readers to change their thoughts or actions regarding the issue.
b. Assessing Sources: 
i. Tell students that to support an argument, a writer needs reliable facts and quotations.

ii. Have students find an online source to support this argument: Oil Drilling needs to be done more responsibly to preserve the environment. 
iii. Ask students to share their sources. Was the piece written to inform or entertain? What is the URL of the website? Explain the different meanings of URL’s. Ask students which might be the most reliable sources of facts. 
c. Providing a Conclusion: 
i. Ask students why the conclusion of a piece of writing is important. Remind them that it is meant to support and reinforce the argument. It should also offer a call to action or provoke thought in a reader.

ii. Have students look at the conclusion of an editorial in the local newspaper. Did the writer convince you? Did the conclusion help you agree with the writer? If the conclusion was thought to be ineffective, work with the students as a class to write a new conclusion.
d. Pre-Teach Vocabulary: 
i. Divide the class into small groups. Give each group a set of word cards and a set of definitions from the Vocabulary Matching Worksheet. 
ii. Have groups work together to match the words and definitions correctly. One member should check the completed matches using a dictionary.
e. Read through the text as a class, in pairs or individually. Model the exercises and let students practice with claims and evidence until they feel comfortable. Complete the Skill Review section on pg. 246-247.
f. After completing the lesson, students will be able to write arguments to support claims using cohesive language.

Teacher Note If this classroom resource is not available; The Argumentative Essay PPT can be used.

7. Students will choose a topic that they want to investigate further. This topic will become the subject of their argumentative essay. 
a. Students will work in pairs or individually to research arguments on their chosen topics online using the Making an Argument Graphic Organizer.  The Argumentative Essay Rubric or Social Studies Extended Response Rubric should be distributed to help guide their research and writing.
8. Students will work individually to write their Argumentative Essay.  
a. Using their research notes from the Making an Argument Graphic Organizer, they will use the Argumentative Writing: Graphic Organizer as a guide for structuring their essay. 
b. The Argumentative Essay Rubric or Social Studies Extended Response Rubric can be distributed to help guide their writing. 
	RESOURCES

Making an Argument Graphic Organizer (attached)

Computers for student use
Internet access

Constitution of the United States - Official. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution.html
Constitutional Amendment Process. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/constitution/
Student copies of Amazing Amendments worksheet (attached)

Amazing Amendments [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.scholastic.com/americanjustice/pdfs/Abota_AmazingAmendments.pdf
The Bill of Rights: A Transcription. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights_transcript.html
ProCon.org - Pros and Cons of Controversial Issues. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.procon.org/
Immigration ProCon.org - What are the solutions to illegal immigration in America? (n.d.). Retrieved from http://immigration.procon.org/
Common core basics: Building essential test readiness skills (Writing). (2015). Columbus, OH: McGraw-Hill Education. 
Student copies of Vocabulary Matching Worksheet (attached)
Dictionaries for student use

The Argumentative Essay [PPT file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.khswaveriders.org/apps/download/2/3PRfDmEbpeWA6R72Jc6g4gWiviKCdsEIdwcVB0YAMo0h90v5.ppt/Argumentative%20Essay%20ppt.ppt
Student copies of Argumentative Essay Rubric (attached)

Student copies of Social Studies Extended Response Rubric (attached)
The 2014 GED Test - Social Studies Extended Response Resource Guide for Adult Educators [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.gedtestingservice.com/uploads/files/348007cc9359e2f95adc5c001f573a10.pdf
Student copies of Argumentative Writing: Graphic Organizer (attached)

Argumentative Writing: Graphic Organizer [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.achievementstrategies.org/docs/graporgmaps/ArgumentClaimMap.pdf
Canter, S. (2008, September 11). Why Drilling in Alaska's ANWR Is a Bad Idea. Retrieved from http://blogs.edf.org/climate411/2008/09/11/anwr_oil_drilling/
Board, E. (n.d.). We're still "All In": Editorial. Retrieved from http://www.cleveland.com/opinion/index.ssf/2015/06/were_still_all_in_editorial.html


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Students will keep their work in the student portfolio to show individual gains towards objectives.  
· A variety of activities (individual/pair/group) will be used throughout the lesson.  
· Flexible grouping can also be used.  
· A graphic organizer is provided to also scaffold student learning.


	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION
This lesson incorporates many different tasks in order to meet multiple connecting standards.  


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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